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I.—Forztan Poxrrics, 


The Roznama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 14th August has Romuxai-Moxappas 
3 the en der, — | Horror Marz, 
en ee England’s attention has recently been drawn to 10 
the Central Asian question. In this affair the obstinate Afghans are likely to 
be gainers, while the courteous Persians are to be losers. The best evidence 
in support of this assumption is that the Cabul Mission came back without 
gaining its object, while the Seistan Mission has been succesful in its errand. 
It is said that if Persia, under existing circumstances, reorganizes her 
army an places twenty thousand troops at the frontiers of India as well as a 
squadron of warships st Bunder Abbas, England will fear it more than it 
fears Russia because some internal causes, which are common to Persia as 
well as India and the linguistic affinity of the two peoples, are the best means for 
allaying the fears of the conquered people. It is the obstinacy and the 
military efficiency of the Afghan race which have made the English show them 
so much leniency and endure all their aggressive conduct. | 
2. The Sandhya (Calcutta) of the 16th August is of opinion that the nur!, 
n present war in the Far East would not have broken 1, 1908. 
K — . out without the secret instigation of the English. 
Some day or other the secret papers in this oon- 
nection will be made public, and then it will be seen that there is nothing which 
the English are incapable of doing under the influence of malice. Japan is 
sure to be a loser in the long run by her friendship with the English. But 
for the present probably she cannot do without it. i 


II.— Home ADpMINISTRATION. 
(a — Police. 


3. The Bankura, Darpan [ Bankura] of the 8th August complains that the 
crime of abduction in connection with the re- 
tise of sbduotion in connes- cruitment of coolies for the tea-estates in Assam is 
Bakun,  —S._: Beiously on the increase in Bankura. Even per- 
sons of highly respectable families are being 
victimised by the recruiters. Certain specific instances are given and further 
cases reserved for future publication. 
4. The Jyots (Chittagong) of the 10th August writes that for some time Jrort, 
dune tn Ong past cases of theft have become seriously rife all august loth, 1905. 
cover Chittagong. There are few villages which 
do not report such cases. The number of unemployed persons is on the 
increase in all parts of the distrct, and these men have — regular organiza- 
tions for crime with leaders like Rakimuddin and other notorious sardars. 
Several police employés are also said to be acting in collusion with these 


™ 


BaxkUnA DaRPan, 
August 8th, 1905. 


organizations. , | 3 
5. The Rangpur Variavaha en pang of the 1Ith August says that the 8 
The character of the polis. Government's police reform has not had the effect  varravam, 


| of reforming the character of police officers. Com- August 11th, 1905. 
peak against them are as frequent now as ever. But such complaints never 
ar any fruit in law courts. Charges against the police are never proved. 
Police officers are never punished: They are consequently emboldened to 
commit greater and greater oppression. It is a pity and regret that the authori- ap 
ties never enquire Why complaints against police officers are seledom proved, 41 
althou gh the public know full well that it is through the latter’s machinations 1 


only that they escape scot-free. The suggestion is made that any person arrest- Wa 
ed under Act V should be at once taken to a Magistrate who take his bail. a 


Detectives should be engaged to find out the truth in cases 
Many people believe that Government is blind to the faults of police officers, and 
that it is only for show that proceedings are sometimes taken against them. 
The writer is not repared to take this view of the matter, because it cannot be 
the interest of the Government to have the people oppressed by the police and 
hereby make them lose all faith in the sense of justice of their rulers. 


ine the police. 


( 702 ) „ 
een Vanes, 6. The Birbhum Varta [Birbhum] of the 12th August writes that Babu 


August 12th, 1908. Atal Chandra Banerjee, the newly-appointed Pre- 
7 An allegation against  Presi- gident of the Purandar Union in t 9 Suri thana, 
dent Panchayat. has, under the stress of great want, taken a loan of 
be a rupee from each of the thirteen. chaukidars who are subordinate to him. 
(d) Education, 7 
i 7. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th August says that by raising the 
‘ ‘ae 8 Raising the eur of the minimum of marks required for passing the 


Entrance Examination of the Entrance examination o the Calcutta niver- 
OCaleutta University. sity in English literature and by deciding that 
uestions on that subject will not be henceforward confined to text-books only, 
the University authorities have practically closed the door of higher education 
to the general run of students. Again, it is ramoured that the minimum number 
of marks required for passing the above examination in mathematics will also 
be raised from 25 to 36 per cent, If that is done, the path of high education 
will be almost entirely closed, and Government will find ample opportunities to 
give employment to and maintain Feringis, 3 
Baanat Mirna, 8. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th August is sorry that the 
August 12th, 1905. members of the University Committee formed for 
the purpose of making rules and regulations are 
1 mostly either Government servants or men who are mere tools in their hands. 
| ie The high percentage of marks fixed for a pass would hardly enable many a 
| ae candidate to pass the Entrance Examination. a8 | 
11 It would thus appear that Government is going to close the doors of high 
education to the natives of this country. 
1 9. Referring to the recent raising of the minimum of pass marks in 
August 15th, 1906. The minimum of pass marks in English in the Entrance examination of the 
English in the Entrance Examin- Calcutta University from 33 to 36 per cent. of the 
W 0 full marks, the Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 
15th August writes that this is only the first sprout from the seed which was 
sown by Lord Curzon in passing the Universities Act. The authorities désire 
to contract the sphere of high education in this country, and this is only a way 
of attaining that consummation. oS 
Minmn-o-SopHakan, 10. In noticing a suggestion which is said to have been made in 
August 11th, 1905, a connexion with the proposed improvement of the 
W girls school at Khulna and girls’ school at Khulna, named after Dr. K. D. 
the Mohsin Fund. | | 
: Bi. Ghose, to spply to Government for a grant from 
1 the Mohsin Fund, a correspondent of the Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of 
a the 11th August writes strongly against any such grant being sanctioned by 
Government on the ground that the Mohsin Fund is reserved exclusively for 
the benefit of Musalmans, and this girls’ school has not at present, nor is 
at all likely to have in the future, on its rolls any Musalman girl. Musalmans 
as a class are averse to sending their girls to be educated at a school, and 
Khu'na specially does not contain any Musalmans likely to depart from this 
| general practice, a | | 
| ie Hitavani, 11. The Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 11th August is glad that arrangements 
ö og 1 ö Teaching of mining in Bengal. ve being made by the Government for teaching the 
Ge | art and science of mining in Bengal. It is hoped 
that the authorities will soon find it necessary to open a mining institution in 
the country. a | } | Hes | | ; 
Sea 12. Referring to the proposed inclusion of mineralogy in the curriculum 
ede 6 ok studies for the Sibpur Engineering College, the 
“= ibpur Col- Hindi Bangavasi {Calcutta of the 14th August sees 
no necessity for it, as several Indians who have 
already obtained high proficiency in mineralogy and agriculture are quite 
unable to find employment. 1 . | 15 
Hitavarra, 13. The Hitabarta [Calcutta] of the 18th August says it has been given 
August 14th, 1906, Mr. Pedier’s successor, out by the Government that the question of 
88 n appoining a Civilian. to succeed Mr. Pedler as 
Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, is now engagi g its attention. But 
when Mr. Pedler's successor has already been ee Sir Andrew Fraser, 


Entrance Examination. 
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what is it that still remains to bo decided ? It is an open secret that this 
proposal is not the outcome of His Honour’s mind. : Renee 
14. The Millar [Contai } of the 15th August contains the following 


The rules for the Primary §cholarship examinations: 


Scholarship Examinations. (1) At present the students who are permitted 
to appear in these examinations ure selected by the Sub-Inspectors and Deputy 


Inspectors concerned in each case six months in advance. It is urged that 
this rule is a hardship on 2 students who are quite unable to prepare 
themselves for the scholarship in this period of timo. 
(2) Om the particular day on which the Sub-Inspector or the Deputy Inspector 
may visit a school for examination, the really best student available may 
happen to be absent from illness; and in that case another student less 
qualified may get selected. This possibility should be guarded against. 
(3) It is only one or two of the more honest among these Inspecting officers 
who select students after a regular examination of each of them. For the rest, 
the Deputy Inspectors content themselves with issuing circulars to the Sub- 
Inspectors calling upon the latter to send in lists of the names of students 
selected for the scholarship examinations before such and such a date. And the 


Sub-Inspectors , interpreting the true spirit of these circulars, sometimes select 


the students without any examination at all, or at best with only a show of 


an examination in their own private residences. : 

(4) And when these lists prepared in the foregoing way reach the Deputy 
Inspectors, those officers, sitting in their offices, just have twice as many 
names on the list as there are scholarships available and strike off the rest 
arbitrarily. : 2 

(5) Not even a certificate is granted to those students who fail to get 
scholarships as some compensation to them for the trouble and expense of 
having attended the examination at a distance from their homes. 

It is in conclusion . ee that, instead of Sub-Inspectors and Deputy 
Inspectors selecting the candidates for the scholarship examinations, the old 
system should be restored, ia which the teachers of each school were 
responsible for sending in their best students to the examinations with the 


qualification that not more than a certain number should be sent up from any 
one school. 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


15. The Aryavaria [Ranchi] of the 12th August says that on the Ist 
September next the Calcutta Municipality. and the 
District Boards of Bengal will present a joint 
address to the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 


An address of thanks to the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 


(f}—Questions affecting the land. 


16. Referring to the decisions arrived at in the Conference between 
a number of Government officials and certain local 
zamindars and others, which recently sat at 
Berhampur in Murshidabad in order to arrive at a 

settlement of the grievances of the lou) khas mahal raiyats connected with the 
enhancement of rents and other causes, the Pratitar | Berhampur] of the 11th 
August says that everybody must admit that under the new arrangements the 
major portion of the rights which the raiyats formerly possessed is destroyed. 
No question as to the gardens and cultivable lands of the raiyats was at all 
discussed at the Conference. The settlement actually arrived at had reference 
only to the homestead lands of the raiyats. The authorities have an idea that 
cultivable lands and lands which may be made into gardens cannot be brought 
under the tenancy.law where such lands happen to be situated within the 
_ jurisdiction of large towns 2 ssessing municipalities. But the contrary opinion 
is held by many lawyers of established reputation. This, therefore, is a point 
which should have been discussed and settled at the Conference. 


Khas mahal raiyats in Murshii- 
abad. 


Nigar, 


criticism of the rules regulating the Primary 1808, 1968. 


ARYAVABTS, 
August 12th, 1905. 


PRATIKAR, | 


August llth, 1905. 


BaMay, 
August lith, 19065. 


Dacca GatBTTE, 
August 14th, 1906, 


Daily Hirava pl, 
August 15th, 1905, 


Cuarv Mini, 
August 6th, 1905. 
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(g)— Railways and communicotions, including canals and strrigaton. 
17. The Samay [Calcutta] of the Iich August observes that, in view of 


the frequency with which cases of outrage on 
A suggestion. Indian e by Europeans and Eurasians are 
now said to be occurring, it is a question for the authorities of the East Indian 
Railway to consider whether it is not desirable to discontinue the practice 
now generally obtaining in trains on that line of havin the intermediate class 
compartment reserved for females in immediate proximity to that reserved for 
Eurasians and Europeans. . 3 
18. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 14th August writes in English: 
The Assam-Bengal Railway authorities seem 
not to be particularly anxious for the convenience 
of its lower class passengers. The third-class carriages have no latrine 
arrangements, so the passengers feel a great deal of inconvenience when the 
trains are in motion. ‘Then again no waiting-room for the native ladies is to 
be found in most of the stations through the whole line. As its result native 
lady-passengers are obliged to wait in places outside the station-sheds, _ 
exposed to public view. This state of things must be repugnant to the feeling. 
of those ladies that are accustomed to the zanana system. At Chandpur 
terminus and at Laksham junction, where passengers have to wait a considerable 
length of time, the situation becomes all the more awkward and distressing 
We draw the attention of the newly-created Railway Board to this state of 
things, and earnestly pray for the removal of the inconvenience complained of. 
19. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi 1 of the 15th August 
says that so long third-class passengers desiring to 
travel further than Parbatipur could travel in the 
Darjeeling mail train. But recently it has been ruled that no third class 
assengers except servants of first and second class passengers and passengers 
or foreign lines intending to travel more than 200 miles will be allowed to 
travel by that train. This has caused great inconvenience and hardship to 
third-class passengers on the line. Large numbers of third class passengers 
daily travel from Sara to Siliguri and Lalmanirghat and Kanwaghat to Calcutta 
vid Parbatipur, but there are only two trains available for them during 24 
hours. They have consequently to suffer great inconvenience and are often 
packed off in goods carriages. _ | 
Again, passengers from Saidpur to Calcutta, a distance of 250 mil s 
formerly used to cover it in 11 hours in the Darjeeling mail train. But now 


A railway complaint. 


A railway complaint. 


they have to wait for two hours at night iu the Parbatipur Station, suffer all 


sorts of ignominies at the hands of the notorious staff of that station and reach 
Calcutta after 17 hours’ journey. . | 

Again, in the up- journey third-class tickets are freely issued at Calcutta 
and the stations near it for the Darjeeling mail train, and ticket-checkers in 
those stations freely allow ¢hind-claas' passengers to get into it. But the 
ticket-checkers at Damukdia either realize excess fares from them or prevent 
them from prosecuting their journey further in that train. In the latter case 
the poor people have to spend a whole night on the bank of the Ganges before 


they can get a train to carry them on. The attention of the authorities is 
drawn to the matter. ) 
? (h)— General. 


20. The Charu Mihir (Mymensingh] of the 8th August says :— ; 
1 One day Mr. Fuller, the Chief Commissioner 
Bengali dsadd. treatment of of Assam was driving in a um tum on a public road 
5 in Shillong. A number of Bengali gentlemen who 
were passing along that road, but who di d not know Mr. Fuller by sight stepped 
aside and made way for the tun-tum. The Chief Commissioner, however, 
when he came alongside the Babus, called alond “ salaam me.” Such conduct 
can be expected of a tea-planter or a Superintendent of Police, but never of a 
ruler of a province, 1 | 
„ Again, on the 27th July last Mr. Fuller went to inspect the Dibrugarh 
Medical School, in which %6 students from Dacca had been admitted at the 
beginning of the current session. Pointing to these students from Dacca, the 
Chief Commissioner remaiked that that school was not for them, and that had it 
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heen the Dacca Medical School 21 of them would ‘have been kicked out. He 
then said that he would consider how to get rid of them. Afterwards he 
called some 10 or 11 Assamese students to a! 3 place and told them that 
the school was intended for them only, and that he had ordered Dr. Chaliha, 
one of its teachers, to take special care of them. 2 ) 
This is the gentleman who has been nominated as the Lieutenant-Governor 
of the new province, and it is a matter for serious thought what the condition of 


the Dacca people will be under his administration, Who can say that the man 


who does not shrink from creating jealousy between Assamese and Bengalis 
will not obstruct the progress of unity between Hindus und Mnsalmans in 
the new province ? ro ae ee 4 


21. The Prana [Calcutta] of the 9th August makes certain allegations 

against Mr. Harrison, Examiner of Public Works 
Accounts, reflecting on the correctness of his 
= towards the subordinate clerks of his 
office. | 


Allegations against Mr. Harri- 
son, Examiner of Public Works 
Accounts. 


22. Referring to the appointment of Mr. Gordon, a Sessions Judge: 


as one of the Secretaries to the Government of 
Bengal, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th August 
asks, now that a Secretaryship to the Government 
of Bengal has been thrown open to District and Sessions Judges, will they 
henceforward be able to act independently of Government and ever incur 
its displeasure if the ends of justice require it? Both Mr. Carlyle’s circular 
and the arrangement under which a Secretaryship to the Local Government 
may be given to District and Sessions Judges will have the effect of killing 
the independence of the judiciary. The sins of the Indians accumulated 
through ages must be atoned for by sufferings brought about by injustice, 


A Sessions Judge as a Secretary 
to the Goveroment of Bengal. 


— 


oppression and persecution. 


23. Commenting upon the appointment of Mr. Gordon, a District and 
Sessions Judge, to be the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, the Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of 
the 12th August says that this kind of temptation to 
Judicial officers by the higher administrative authorities will greatly affect the 


independence of there officers who will now never venture to displease them 
for fear of losing their patronage. 


24. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th August expresses satisfactic n 
at the proposal made by the Lieutenant-Governor 
in the Government Resolution on the last repot 
on vaccination in Bengal to improve the staff of 
Vaccinators and Inspectors of Vaccination in the country. The writer takes 
the occasion to point out the necessity of taking great care in the preparation 
of the vaccination ! mph because cases have been known of the use of bad 
lymph proving fatal. 8 

25. In connexion with the recent visit of the eee e te 
1 f %  Berhampur, the Prutiſtar [Berhampur] of the IIt 
the ee evan August 3 that Bab Baikunthanath Sen, the 
nemme distinguished local pleader, having been invited to 
meet His Honour went on board the vessel on which His Honour was, along 
with other invited gentlemen, but unfortunately had to return home without 
having been accorded the desired interview with the Lieutenant-Governor. 
Many other eminent gentlemen of the locality who were also invited by the 
Collector to meet His Honour met with similar disappointment. It is said that 
His Honour’s Private Secretary spoke to many of these gentlemen about His 
Honour being too busy at the time to allow the desired interviews with 
convenience. | 85 | 85 


26, The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 18th August invites the attention 
of the Government to the suggestion made by the 
a Bengal Chamber of Commerce regarding the 
introduction of weights of a uniform standard throughout Bengal, as the 
‘variations in these weights from place to place have proved to be a source of 
great inconvenience to the public. | 


A District and Sessions Judg 
become Secretary. : 


The last report on vaccination 
in Bengal. 


Standard weights. : 


PRATIINA, 
August 9th, 1904, 


SaNIJVANI, 


August 10th, 1905. 


BHARAT Mira, 
August 12th, 1905. 


HrravapI, 


August lltb, 1905. 


PRATIKAB, 


August llth, 1906. 


HITrA VARTA, 


August 18th, 1906. 
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Hiravaeta, 
Angust 13th, 1906. 


DaiLy HitavaDt, 
August 15th, 1°06. 


Dall H1TavaDI, 
August 15th, 1906, 
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27. The Hitavarta [ Calontta] of the 13th August draws the attention: of 
| | Government to the unusual delay which is being 
The Ministerial Establishment made in giving effect to the scheme for increasing 
a r N the number and salaries of ministerial officers: in 
the Judicial and other Departments. The health of poor clerks is being ruined 
on account of overwork. It is to be hoped that Government. will not make 
further delay in removing the hardships of these poor men. 
28. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th August says that. Lord 
3 rzon never loses an opportunity of boasting of 
Certain eens appoint- his love for the Indians and constant desire to give 
F them, if they are fit, preference over Europeans in 
the publio service. But it has more than once been proved that in this matter 
His Excellency’s words do not tally with his actions. Quite recently a number 
of additional engineers having been required for canal works in the Punjab, 
Government has given the = to a number of young Europeans fresh from 
Europe, in supersession of the superior claims of such able and experienced 
native engineers as Lala Devidayal, Lala Sibdayal, Lala Sitaram, Lala 
Makhanlal, etc. It would be much better for Government to be avowedly 
unjust and partial than that it should pretend to be just and impartial in its 
professions while proving otherwise in practice. 
29. One Sasi Bhusan Majumdar of Mastabapur, district Faridpur, writes 
as follows in the Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
7 3 between the rulers 15th August :— : 
e Being actuated by greed, our Sovereign, who 
stands to us in the position of our father, is constantly draining away our 
resources. On the plea of improving our roads, he has aimed a blow at the 
root of the permanent settlement and is levying cesses like the road cess and the 
public works cess, which yield a revenue four times the proceeds of the land 
revenue. On the pretext of meeting his military expenditure, he is taking 
in the shape of income-tax the best share of the hard-earned money of his 
subjects. And the officials, influenced by a sinister policy and regardless of 
the good or evil, conveniences and inconveniences, and the cries and wails of 
the subject people are mutilating Bengal by a stroke of the sword, are closing 
for ever the wide door of education by instituting a Commission on education, 
are increasing the influence of the alas at the cost of the people, are ruining 


‘he people by appointing dafadars to supervise the work of chaukidars. Ina 


word, whatever the present Government is doing is calculated only to injure 
the people and to lead to a misuse of the public money without in the least 
benefiting them. Under the circumstances it has become impossible for the 
people to live in the country. From the poorest beggar to the richest 
zamindar no one feels above want. 

The townspeople are not getting a supply of drinking-water to allay their 
thirst, though their municipalities are spending their money like water in 
other directions. The village people can scarcely come out of their homes 
in this rainy season for want of good roads, though they are paying big 
amounts as road cess, nor do they get drinking-water in the hottest season 
or food in time of scarcity. Ts the hope of earning a little ready money, 
the cultivators have all converted their paddy-lands into lands for the 
cultivation of jute. And when they get the ready money, they forget their 
future needs and help to send the money to the country of their alien 
Sovereign by the purchase of articles of luxury. When the months of Fulgoon 
and Chatira come round again, they, in consequence, find themselves left with 
the alternative of borrowing in order to feed themselves. To clear themselves 
of this debt they again cultivate jute that source of ready mney, and, as 
a necessary consequence, find themselves face to face with a scarcity of 
food-grains. Our wants are never removed and the prices of food-grains 
are as high as ever. Vegetables and milk have also become extremely dear. 
It is a wonder that the representative of our Sovereign never thinks of the 
future of the country. 

We, Bengalis, always regard our Sovereign with the same respect as we 
pay to the gods. What can we do if our Sovereign rencunces, his godly 
quality and, in the gratification of self-interest, creates = byfich among 
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tes millions of our brethren by cutting our mother-coun 

orth his dun hands in two, without necessity sots brothers by the ears and 
snaps asunder their tie of affection ? . We are n meek, weak and superstitious 
people. We have neither stren nor courage. Our Sovereign is in arms 
against us. What can we do under thecircamstances? The wisest amongst us 
say that the remedy lies in our own hands. The adoption of that remedy will 
not turn us into rebels, will not lead to the shedding of blood or to the loss of 
religious beliefs or convictions. No duplicity will be necessary for the applica- 
tion of the remedy, nor will any one lose his caste by its adoption. The 
remedy is easy and will increase the national wealth. It will demand from 
us nothing but strength of mind and unity. 

Everybody knows that, coming to India for purposes of trade, the 
English succeeded in assuming its sceptre partly by artful means and partly 
with the help of the Bengalis and at their desire. The English had not to 
surmount the difficulties, to incur the expenses, and to make the sacrifices 
which a king has to surmount, incur and make when he wants to acquire a 
territory. They have not, therefore, even after the lapse of so long a time 
been able to forget their calling as traders and become a true Sovereign. 
They have not been able to take us up in affection on their laps, The vast 
extent of Bengal has, therefore, proved too heavy a charge for one Lieutenant- 
Governor, and Lord Curzon is about to perform a surgical operation on her 
who gave shelter to the English in order to remove her corpulency. Not only 
this, but the recollection of the Boer war and other incidents have led him to 
look upon us with distrust, and to have recourse to duplicity and various arts 
to keep the Bengalis weak. All this shows that the English as Sovereigns will 
never succeed in winning the devotion and respect of the people as Raghu, 
Ram Chandra and Yudhistir did or to become Sovereigns like them. The 
English will succeed in ruling, repressing and sucking the country. They 
may also extend its boundaries and save it, by means of sending missions to 
‘Kabul and Tibet, from foreign invasion. But they will probably never be 
able to check the march of time, to treat their subjects with affection, to remove 
India’s poverty, to make food-grains cheap or to love their subjects as Yudhistir 
and Ram Chandra did. Nor shall we, on our part, ever be able to support the 
self-seeking policy of a greedy Sovereign. Our protests and cries will never 


induce the Sovereign to. retract his po 
father and sons cannot remain unshaken. 


The writer then advises his countrymen to eschew the use of foreign goods 
and invites the tradespeople to help them in doing this. This will have the 
effect of opening the eyes of our merchant rulers. 


The writer also exhorts the student community to abstain from the use of 


cy. Ihe truth is that our relation of 


goods of foreign manufacture and to take a resolution not to join in any public 


festivity on this day of national calamity, 


80. The Maldaha Samachar [Malda] of the 9th August says that pujas 
and sankirtans were held in Malda to avert the 
partition, es Gls 


31. The Hindu Ranjika [Rajshahi] of the 9th August says that the 
„ transfer of the Rajshahi Division to Assam without 
partition anestton, imo? in the any previous intimation to its inhabitants has made 
Gee every one of them lose his faith in the sense of 
justice and honesty of Lord Curzon’s Government. The transfer will be a 
source of loss and inconvenience to the Rajshahi people in many ways, affecting 
as it will their interests in regard to education, civilisation, laws an te eng 
and material prosperity. hey will be separated from their brethren in 
Bengal, and ca, as their capital city, will be at a more than convenient 
distance from them. The action of the Government in this matter had led 
people to think that they are not the subjects of the enlightened British Raj, 
ut of a shortsighted, heartless and mean-minded and despotic Power. 
Formerly Government used to consult the Rajshahi Association on every 
question of importance concerning the Rajshahi Division, but on the partition 
question they have not done £0. | erhis has deeply wounded the feelings of the 
members of the Association. “i N 


The partition of Bengal. 


MAr bana SaMachAR, 
August 9th, 1905. 


Hinpu RanJika, 
August 9th, 1905. 
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32. The Pratijna [Calcutta] of the 9th August writes: ae 
2 a : 15 fact is that if Hindu and Musalman were 
e een united to-day, if the mouth of us, Bengalis, were not 
accustomed to water at the mere mention of things English, if our zamindars 
and wealthy magnates were not accustomed to grovel at the feet of Englishmen 
for the sake of the mere addition of a few letters of the alphabet to their 
names, if crores of our money were not being shipped to foreign countries in 
the purchase of articles of foreign merchandise, if our minds were not 
perverted to-day by a love of European luxury, if it had not become our habit 
to find fault with each other’s conduct, then perhaps England would not now 
have cared to cut in two our revered mother-country. ) 


men 33. The Sanjivan: (Calcutta) of the 10th August writes:- 

— There is no other way to save our country 
except by the boycotting of English goods. About 
sixteen crores worth of f.reign-made cloths is annually imported into Bengal 
alone. If we can succéed in doing without these sixteen crores’ worth of 
goods, that will bring the English merchants of Calcutta as well as the 
influential cotton-mill owners of Lancashire to their senses. The Bengalis are 
going to be weakened for ever by being split up into two sections. The 

have made the heaven echo with their cries of distress, but still the English 
merchants of Calcutta have refused to show any sympathy. Our tale of 
distress has not reached the ears of the English public. By stopping the 
use of English-made goods amongst ourselves we shall awaken all the English 
merchants and the English public generally to a sense of the terrible nature 
of the wound which Lord Curzon has inflicted on Bengalis, 0 


If the various European merchants of Calcutta who are importers of 
cloth find their trade dwindling, they would soon come to be convinced 
of the terrible injury which Lord Curzon has inflicted on the Bengali people, 
and they would -then tell Lord Curzon that there shall not be any partition. 
The manufacture of cloths is the main source of livelihood for the. inhabi- 
tants of Lancashire. If the sale of their cloths is stopped in Bengal, the 
would come down upon Lord Curzon with such a rebuke that His Excel- 
lency will make haste to climb down and rescind his orders regarding the 
partition. | Bw 

Except by the boycotting of English goods, we cannot hy any possible 
means bring home to the minds of the English people the full measure of our 
feelings of distress. 


Let all Bengalis, therefore, as 2 animated with one life, set them- 
selves to this great endeavour; let all resolve not to use any English-made 
oods. To this some might object that all one’s wants cannot be supplied 
y articles of nativeemake. Words like these come ill from the lips of a 
Bengali at the present moment. Cannot you, for the safety of your country, 
put yourself to the small inconvenience of wearing a coarse cloth? Cannot 
you, for the salvation of your race, manage for one year to do with worn- 
out pieces of cloth? Let all resolve to put.up with the use of torn pieces of 
cloth rather than buy English cloth. A movement is already in progress 
in various parts of Bengal in favour of the use of country-made articles. . Join 
in this movement with all your heart. Then will happy days be restored 
2 the country, and all cause of fear for the national life of Bengal be removed 
or ever. 


Notices are then published of movements in favour of the boycott of 
English goods at the following laces:—Barisal, Pabna, Senhati (Khulna), 
‘Tangail, Cawnpur, Kisorganj and Serajganj. | | 

An i is also published to the women of Bengal to accord their 
support to this boycotting movement. It is urged that unless they also join 
with the males in their great endeavour, India will not be awakened from her 
sleep. But. if, on the other hand, they, in this day of distress, make a sacred 
resolve never to use any English goods where country-made goods are 
available, but rather to use the coarse cloth manufactured by the mufassal 
jolas in preference to the showy cheap cloth of fine texture imported from 
England, then happier days are sure soon to dawn again upon the country. 


The partition question. 
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N otices are next published of | meetings to protest against the partition of 


Bengal— —- ee ee Ey 
at Muktagacha on the 3rd August, 
at Sarisabari, F 
at Mymensingli on the 6th August, 
at Dacca on 3 n 
at Navagram (Manikganj 
at Jamalpur ‘ Mymensingh) on the 2nd August, 
at Paschim Garudaha (Serajganj), 
at ere we 1 
_ at Naldhal (Khulna) on the 5th August. 
The same paper, referring to the late Calcutta Town Hall protest meeting, 
ays— . . . 
iiss The six thousand people who were present at this meeting, and the six 
thousand others who came to attend but had to go away for want of room, all 


felt that our welfare depends. on our own efforts. They have begun to feel 


that we have a reserve of strength, and that we were hitherto treated with 
contempt, because we had not put forth this strength. We shall take to the 
use of country-made goods in ‘preference tq England-made goods. This new 
strength and new resolve which are animating the Bengalis now will be the 
means of inaugurating a new era for the country. _ 

Chandra Mohan Goswami, a correspondent, writes to the same paper 
saying that through the gow of one of his relations he has consulted a somber 
of eminent pandits at Bhatpara, Navadwip, Bikrampur and Barisal, and has 

ot it as their opinion that it is against the injunctions of the shasiras to use 
oreign-made cloths, sugar, flour, candles, salt, &c., in religious cereinonies like 
the sradh, marriage, &c. | ä 

Krisna Chandra Sarma, another correspondent, writes to the same paper, 
expressing a fear that Assam is likely to be a loser in consequence of her 
amalgamation with East Bengal. In the first place, with the competition of 
the more educated and quick-witted Bengalis, the native Assamese are likely 
to get a gradually decreasing share of the public appointments. In the second 
place, there are many rates and taxes now in force in East Bengal which are 
most likely to be extended to Assam when both these tracts of country come 
under a common administration. | 

The same paper also notices the Lieutenant-Governor’s recent utterances 
at Malda on the partition question in the following terms: | 

His Honour has said that it is emphatically not the case, as has been said 
by some of those who are agitating against the partition, that the feelings and 
sentiments of the people have been in no way considered and that their views 
have been set aside without any consideration. Now-a-days our officials do 

not hesitate in the least to call their opponents liars. But we ask His 
Honour, and let him answer this question publicly, whether the public of 
Rajshabi and Malda were previously consulted about their separation? Far 
from being consulted in the matter, was the least inkling of their impending 
fate made known to them beforehand? When His Honour has chosen to cal 
his opponents liars, he is in duty bound to answer this question. 


Again, His Honour proceeded to state that he had received letters from 


both Hindus and Musalmans saying that they strongly feel that this partition 
scheme has been devised for the gcod of the districts concerned, and that 
these men could expect nothing from him. We wish with all respect to make 
& request to His Honour in this connexion. The opponents of the scheme 
have made their protests publicly. Will His Honour, acting in a similar 
pant, make public the names of those whom he knows to be supporters of 
the scheme? If their names are given to the world, then one can judge of 
the worth and importance of these men, Will His Honour listen to our 
request? oo | | | | 


34. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the gar ser vnn 


Bird Calcutta Town Hall prvtent 10 Angee Ree 
Ee ae the Bengalis what they never knew or cared to 
know before. Political agitation by means of public meetings and conferences 


PRIYA-0-ANANDA 


Bauar P 
The conduct of English officials has taught August, 10th 1906, 
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and ventilation of grievances for the edification of an alien and unsym athetic 
Government were — — in India. It is the English Government which has 
brought with it 3 things to the country. fale 4 / 
Although political agitation lias been known to the people of Bengal for 
some time past, yet it is Lord Curzon’s’ evil actions which are ible for 
the present Kisturbed state of the public mind in the country. The sight of 
distress presented at the recent Town Hall protest meeting in Calcutta was 
really a new thing in the history of Ben al. It was the ancient civilisation, 
education and self-control of the Bengalis which enabled them to control the 
fire which is burning in their hearts and which, in the case of any other 
eople on earth, would have given rise to a widespread conflagration, The 
— are gentle, peaceful, prudent and loyal. f 
NN 35. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th August publishes short accounts 
August llth, . oa ° . a 
gu Rü dai of protest meetings held at the following places: 


28rd July 1905. 
, eee 99 L 99 
nga n 25th „ „ 
Ramgopalpur, Ishwarganj ' 2nd August 1905. 
Madaripur at . ee 9 : 
Ghoramara, Rajshabi * 
Natore 15 
Khulna eae 7 
Sarishabari 4th 
Mymensigh. 5 f 
Dacca. a . 
Simulkandi ie 1 .. 8rd August 1903. 
Netrakona Aer ss 
Chittagong , Sth 
Dacca | : pa * 
Narainganj 


99 99 
on 99 
99 99 99 
1 99 39 L 


8 36. Referring to the monster protest meeting held in the Town Hall 
Calcutta, the same paper says:— a 
The partition has created an amount of heart- 
burning and a degree of alarm and anxiety for the future, such as were never 
before seen in Bengal. The demonstration in the Town Hall shows bow 
severe has been the blow given by the hard-hearted authorities on the 
naturally soft hearts of the peaceful and loyal people of Bengal. 
Mumin-o-SuDeanan, 37. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 11th August writes :—. | 
W A meeting was held on the 31st July last in 
the premises of Munshi Abdul Ganny Shaheb, the 
well-known mukhtar of Faridpur, under the chairmanship of Kazi Abdas 
Samad {Honorary Magistrate of the Independent Bench of the Bhanga 
Subdivision) at which resolutions were adopted approving of the partition 
scheme and thankin 55 Lord Curzon for the measure. 

This meeting has given rise to a good deal of comment in the columns 
of our Hindu contemporaries. Some among them are calling this meeting the 
work of one or two individual Musalmans only, a sort of one - man's show, so to 
speak. Whatever the facts may be with regard to this particular meeting, 

however, it is our firm belief that the Musalman community of e genera y 
are strongly in favour of the partition scheme. The few individual Musalmans 
who are found to protest against it are induced to do so merely by a desire to 
conciliate their Hindu fellow subjects. 

Ihe partition 5 has been received with as much favour by the 
Musalmans of Bengal as it is regarded with disfavour by their Hindn fellow- 
subjects. That the Musalmans are to form a numerical majority of the popula- 
tion of the new province, implies that the grievances of An are to reoeive 

particular notice and attention at the hands of its administration. This 
E ot of Musalman predominance is galling to the Hindus. A suggestion 

as been N to a 2 3 and Burdwan Division 5 . * 
province, on the ground that people speaking the same language should live 
under a common administrator. But, 1 0 urselves, we cannot understand 
how the interests of the Bengali language can suffer by a mere division of the 
area of Bengali speech under two separate administrations, Hindi and Urdu 


} 


The Town Hall protest meeting. 


The partition question. 
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speaking people are living under three administrations, without the interests of 
the two languages having apparently suffered in the least. Then again, the 
sympathy of the Musalmans of West Bengal will not under any circumstances 
be slienated from their co-religionists of East Bengal. For if such alienation 
were possible, then there would be no tie existing to-day between the Musalmans 
of all the different countries on earth, __ 5 

The Musalmans of Bengal believe that the partition is being carried out for 
the sake of administrative convenicuce, and they have therefore refrained from 
opposing it. But it is the belief of our Hindu fellow-subjects that the scheme 
will seriously injare their interests, and they accordingly held a monster meeting 
of protest at the Calcutta Town Hall lately, attended by delegates from all the 
districts of the province. Of these delegates only four or five were Musalmans. 
Of these five again, three hailed from Cornmilla, one from Burdwan, and one 
from Mymensingh. Thus only three out of all the districts of the province sent 
Musalmans. And even then we greatly doubt if these Musalman gentlemen 
could be said to represent their co-religionists in those districts. Further, it was 
afact that no Musalman of Calcutta joined in this demonstration, The few 
students and others who were present were there merely to see the fun. 

It was announced that the Nawab of Bogra was to take part in this meet- 
ing, but he was not seen to be actually present on the occasion. 

We have scanned with care the list of names constituting the Standing 
Committees which have been formed for each district as a permanent organisation 
for carrying on the work of agitation. We notice that in the Calcutta committee, 
only three Musalman names appear, the Nawab of Bogra, Mr. Shams-ul-Huda, 
and M. Seraj-ul-Islam, and we do not believe that even these three gentle- 
men joined the Committee of their own motion, 

hen again an examination of the lists for the 24-Parganas, Nadia, 
Murshidabad, Khulna, Jessore, Midnapur, Malda, Rajshahye, Dacca and 
Chittagong districts reveals not a single Musalman name on the committees for 
those districts. It is true on the other hand that the committees for the Burdwan, 
Pabna, Bogra, Dinajpur, Noakhali, Jalpaiguri, Rangpur, Barisal, Faridpur, 
Mymensingh and Commilla dé contain Musalman names varying from one to a 
maximum of four on each, but in their case also, it is our belief that none 
excepting two or three joined « f their own free will. 

38. Tne Sandhya | Calcutta} of the 11th August reports that on Saturday, 

15 the 5th August last, at the Bayley Hall at Midna- 

The partition queption. ur, over a thousand students from the local 
Collegiate School, Hindu School, Town School, Mission School, Hardinge 
School, the Middle English School at Manikpur, &c., assembled to resolve that 
until the partition proposal was withdrawn, they would not join in any public 
festivities ; and would not, as far as possible, use any article of foreign make. 
A resolve not to use, as far as possible, articles of foreign make has also been 
taken by the students of the Contai High English School in Midnapur. 

39. The same paper of the 12th August publishes a letter referring 

The partition question. to the following. vows taken by the inhabitants of a 

village in Dacca :— : 

(1) Not to use articles of English make where similiar articles of indigen- 
ous manufacture are available. | ; 

(2) Rather to use articles of Japanese, German, Or American manufacture 
than to use articles of English make. 

(3) To try and induce their friends to act likewise. 

(4) Not to take part in any official festivities, including those to be held 
in connection with the reception of the Prince of Wales. 

(5) To wear mourning until the partition resolution is annulled. 

(6) To address all Asiatics, Japanese, Chinamen, Afghans, Turks, 
Persians, &c., as brethren, 


40. Referring to the agitation against the partition of Bengal, the 
ame paper of the 14th August writes as 
ollows:—_ 

; If the tall talk which is being now-a-days 
indulged in in every public agitation in India, had really been the sincere 
outpouring of the Indian heart the English would by this time have been 
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obliged to leave for good for their mother country. But let us assure them that 
they need not fear anything like that. : 
Our leaders desire that our country ‘should become great through favours 
received from the English, They expect and believe that the English will 
raise them to their own platform of equality and independence. But as a 
matter of fact the Indians receive only kicks and abuses from their rulers. 
But still they would beg. In the recent Calcutta Town Hall protest meeting 
it was resolved to petition the Secretary of State for India for reecission of the 
order sanctioning the partition of Bengal. Slaves and sons of slaves! Do 


they know anything else except petitioning and complaining? Have they 


the courage to tell the Secretary of State for India that if the partition scheme 
is 2 to they will resign their seats on Legislative Councils, refuse to pay 
subscriptions to public funds, and remain completely aloof from the ceremonies 
and festivities in connection with the ensuing Royal visit? 

41, The same paper of the 16th August writes: - 
Mr. Brodrick has promised in Parliament to 
ask the Indian Government for more information 
about the partition question than he has at present at command. A good many 
people were making a good deal of this promise of Mr. Brodrick’s. They are 
supposing that the partition will not be actually carried out at least before the 
re-assembling of Parliament. These people do not yet know the Secretary of 
State and Lord Curzon in their true colours. Both these high officials are most 
estimable persons, only they labour under the small defect of being hypooritics. 
To stop partition now would mean a terrible humiliation for Lord Curzon. 
That at any rate is a thing which the Secretary of State can never do again. 
What once happened with regard to the question of the military administration 
is not going to be repeated. 

42. Writing on the partition question, the Hitasadhak [ Alipore] of the 12th 
August says :— 
What right bave we to object to anything done 
by Government for the sake of administrative efficiency? It is Government 
who are responsible for the success or failure of the administration, and they 
must therefore be left unfettered to do what they think best for the improve- 
ment of the administration, If Government sees fit to put a Lieutenant- 
Governor in charge of every district, how can that harm us? During the 
Musalman regimé our country was ruled by three different Nawabs,—at Patna, 
Dacca and Murshidabad. Bid that injure the interests of our country in the 
least? The true object of the partition proposal is beyond our knowledge. 
Opposition to the scheme might have been justifiable so long as the question was 
an open one, but now that it has been sanctioned by the Secretary of State, 
continuance of the agitation merely argues lack of wisdom. It is madness to 
expect that Government will, in a moment’s time, go back on what it has done 
after long deliberation, but of course if future experience proves that the scheme 
has resulted in administrative inefficiency in any way, it is sure to be modified 
by Government of its own motion. Persistence in agitation at the present 
time can only have the effect of putting the authorities more on their zd 
than ever, and cannot therefore be at all regarded as prudent. | 

The main objection to the scheme is said to be this, that it willl place a 
barrier between people of the same race and speaking the same ‘anguage. 
But it is not easy to conceive how any bad results can follow from living 
under the administration of different Lieutenant-Governors, where none has 
followed from living under the administration of different District Magistrates 
and Divisional Commissioners. Under the influence of Western education, 
at the present day the Punjabees and the Madrassees, the Bengalis and the 
Hindusthanees, though living under separate Local Governments, all feel as 
neighbours and are animated by a common patriotism. The partition of Bengal 
cannot possibly make any difference in this tendency of feeling. There 18 
therefore nothing to be alarmed for about the scheme. Rather we should 
welcome it as one which will afford opportunities for the revival of the lost 
glories of the town of Dacca, — | 3 

We counsel our countrymen to cease from all further agitation, and instead 
to make a combined representation to the Viceroy to appoint one of our own 
countryman to the Lieutenant-Governorship of the new proviuce. It may not 
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be the desire of the general run of Anglo-Indian officials to give an increasing 
share in the administration of their own ee pwnd to the sons of the soil, but 
nevertheless it is our firm belief that Lord Curzon will accede to this 
request, whole-hearted well-wisher as His Excellency is of the people of India. 
43. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th August deprecates the idea 
3 which some men have put forth of keeping aloof 
The pertition of Beugel. from the amusements and festivities to be held in 
connection: with the ensuing Royal visit to Bengal as a sign of the dis- 
pleasure of the Bengalis at the partition of their province. As to the idea 
of boycotting English goods, the writer fears that it will not be taken up 
by the masses in the country. 
44. The Bhurat Mitra We, of the 12th August publishes the 
| translation of the letter addressed to the Amrit: 


The partition of Bengal. Bazar Patrika of last Monday’s issue by a corre- 


crisis. 


45. The same paper has the following: — 
; . Although Sir Andrew Fraser is much older 

e than Lord Curzon, yet he acts like the youngest of 
the young in carrying out the orders of His Excellency. He finds himself 
unable to disregard a tingle order of the Viceroy just as a little child feels 
himself unable to disobey the order of his guardian. He has submissively 
obeyed the directions of his lordship in the matter of the abolition of the 
competitive examination, university reform, and soon. In his Malda speech 
His Honour has tried to support the partition scheme while he said that the 
allegation that he had not consulted the public opinion with regard to the 
partition of Bengal was not true. All were not against the scheme. Many 
people wrote him letters supporting it. ae 

The supporters of the measure wrote private letters to His Honour, but 
those who are opposed to it had protested against it in public meetings. 
Does His Honour make any distinction between the two sorts of demonstra- 
tions? The present administration will be remembered in the History of the 
British rule in India as one in which the people cried aloud but the Govern- 
ment paid no heed to it. 


46. The same paper says that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, although 
not much concerned at the partition of Bengal, is 
nevertheless afraid lest the authority of the Calcutta 
High Court may be reduced. | : | 

The Chamber asked for a definite guarantee regarding the maintenance 
of the jurisdiction of the Calcutta High Court over the new province, The 
Government has not given a satisfactory reply. When even the late Queen's 
proclamation is liable to a different interpretation, what is the guarantee that 
the Government would remain true to its promise ? 


47. The same paper says that the European merchants at Calcutta are, 

Tho last mass meeting of the for many reasons than one, laughing at one of 
Bengalis. 8 er ines the resolutions of the meeting held by the people 
of Bengal declaring their intention to boycott 


Partition question. 


English goods. They say that their reduced pre placards are so tempting 


m Bengal that thousands of Bengali Babus and their children come in like 
swarms of locusts to make purchases at their shops. The Capital compared 
the crowd at the Town Hall the other day to so many ants. No doubt if the 
Bengalis fail to carry out their resolve they will be worse than ants. On the 
other 52 if they succeed in their attempts, big elephants. will be found to 
yield to them. a 


48. The Daily Hitaradi [Caloutta] of the 13th August says :— : 
The alleged circulation of an The reporters of the Englishman and: the 
objectionable pamphlet in the Pioneer newspapers have strongly condemned the 
Town Hall mesting. circulation, in the recent Calcutta Town Hall 
protest meeting, of what they call a pamphlet“ containing a list of cases of 
Oppression committed by Europeans and Eurasians on natives. As a matter of 
fact, what was circulated was only an advertisement of a book to be shortly 


published from the office of the Indian Empire newspaper, which the repre- 
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sentatives of our Anglo- Indian contemporaries have been pleased to call a 
66 am hlet.“ See 7 | ; pe ee 
: 49. The Daeca Prakas [ Daoca] of the 18th August publishes two letters: 
| a } (I) trom 150: students residing in the Students’ 
Dade a ak seu Boarding house at No, 150, Banglabazar at Dacca, 
and (2) from the students of the Students’ Boarding House at No. 15, Patuatuli, 
also at Dacca, referring to resolutions taken by the students in question to 
abstain from the use of foreign-made goods and, as far as possible, to 
encourage country-made articles, : | | 
50. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 14th August gives a descrip- 
tive account of the last Town Hall protest meeting, 
The Town Hall protest meeting. The Hitavaria of the 13th August and the 
Bharat Mitra of the 12th August have also noticed it at length. ) 
51. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 14th 
August publishes the following in its English 


No Time To Lose. 


So they have determined to cut up Bengal. The new province will be in 
working order in a couple of months or so. The people of Dacca have no 
reason to be jubilant over the proposed location of the headquarters here. 
You will find the headquarters eventually withdrawn either to Chittagong 
which is wanted by the planters, or to Shillong which is wanted by the Assam 
officials in general and by Mr. Fuller in particular. Your duty is therefore 

lain, 

, But whom are you going to have as your Lieutenant-Governor? It would 
be a positive misfortune to the Bengalis if the Hon’ble Mr. Fuller should sit on 
the guddi. But, it is rumoured, he bas been promised the Lieutenant- 
Governorship of the new province and it remains for you to avert such a 
calamity. You know what he is and how he is governing Assam. He is a 
Central Province Civilian and is carrying on the Administration of his 
province on the lines followed in that backward province. You will get a 
foretaste of his policy from what happened at the Berry-White Medical school. 
The Citizen newspaper of Dibrughar, dated 30th July 1905, shews the 


The partition question. 
columns :— 


man up. You ought to try to havea Bengal Civitan as your Iudeutenant- 


Governor who would govern the province, in the interest of its cultured in- 
habitants and not in the interests of the planters or the microscopic minority 
of its Assamese population. Any Bengal Civilian would be preferable to 
Mr. Fuller who has been brought up in the midst of the unhealthy environ- 
ments of a backward province. It is essentially necessary that the administra- 
tion of the new province should be organised by a mne Aer Bengal Civilian. 
Hon’ble Mr. Fuller is a miniature Lord Curzon, and you know what to expect 
from him. So our leaders should not lose any time in moving the supreme 
authorities for the appointment of a Bengal Civilian as Lieutenant-Governor 
with Bengal Civilians as Secretaries. The Government of India has already 
consulted Mr. Fuller in regard to the appointment of Heads of Departments of 
the new province. Everything is being settled between them. You will thus 
see in what a hurry they are, and so you have no time to lose. | 


How Dacca HAs MET IT, 


It is surely a matter of public. interest to know how Dacca—the 
prospective capital of the province to be—has met the question of dis- 
memberment. I am glad to be able to note, for information of your mufassal 


readers, that, though the bait for Dacca has been made a point to 


sweeten much, the partition-resolution has been received here with not a 
whit less dismay than the original proposal had been eighteen month àgo. 
One could not possibly make a huger mistake than to think for a moment that 
Dacca hee gna lukewarm over the matter. And I cannot do better than refer 
to the overflowing meeting held here the other day. One can profitably take a 
lesson of the minds of the people of this part of Bengal only by looking at 
the person who.presided over the Dacca meeting. An old man of 75 winters, 


hithertofore conspicuous by his absence from the political arena, coming to 


the fore on the platform is a spectacle worth seeing. Lord Curzon has made 
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the impossible A 
parallelled strength of mind, the name of Babu Govind Prosad Das is not 
unfamiliar to us. True-souled.as he is, the fow words he uttered were from 
the depth of feelings. There may be men among us, for aught we know, that 
have already taken to building castles in the air. But the small fraction they 
form of the overwhelming number that are opposed to the measure, is fit to be 
ignored. They must be those to whom the all-engrossing chink chink of gol 

is everything under the sun and its very idea “sweeter than honey.” Their 


7 


hearts do not and cannot respond to the fine notes struck by the sensible 
among us. And, as such, they are not to be taken into consideration, as not 
coming Progeny under the category of Man. a 
52, The Tripura Hitatshs dur 9 the 15th August says that the 
The partition of Bengal. Partition of Bengal will have the effect of making 
e . of the tea-planters of Assam supreme in 
the new province, and that of the 


1 


9 indigo plan ters of Bihar supreme in the 
remnant of the old. The children of the soil will thus be reduced to the 
condition of the white planters’ slaves. hone | 


III.—Leaisuation. 


53. The Jaina Gazette [Arrah] of the 8th August is glad that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal has passed a law forbidding 
unfortunates to live in the vicinity of schools, 
_  -sgolleges.and cantonments. : 
54. The Dacca Gazette | Dacca] of the 14th August writes as follows in its 
English columns:— is, 

The Bengal Disorderly Houses e Bill introduced at a recent meeting of the 
— Provincial Legislative Council, if passed into law, 
will give an impetus to the moral pro of rons Bengal. The object of 
the Bill, as stated by the introducer, is to remove the difficulty in the way of 
discontinuing brothels and disorderly houses situated near and in close proxi- 
mity of our schools, colleges, hostels in muffasal towns. Certainly their presence 
in those localities is a standing source of temptation to young students who, 
under the existing circumstances, succumb to it in numbers. But the good 
which the Bill aims to confer upon our student population will much depend upon 


The Brothels Act. 


the manner in which the law would be administered. Certainly, it would. 


furnish the local authorities with power to cope with the evil successfully, but if 
they lack the good-will, the law will remain a dead letter, despite the good in- 
tentions of its framers. However, those of the public who have the moral 
welfare of the student community at heart will have greater facilities to set the 
law in motion than they have at present. The Government deserves our 
warmest thanks for the measure. ae } 


IV.—Native Srares. 


55. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th ao is surprised to 

„ learn that Lord Curzon inten sqoing to Kashmir 

Saati ec es to invest the Maharaja with powers, for the 
rumour hitherto was that His Highness was going to be deprived of his state, 
and wants to know the cause of this unexpected kindness on the part of the 
Indian Government. NV 


V. - PROSP ECTS oF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


56. A correspondent of the Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 12th August 

1 3 meee refers to the prevalence of great distress within the 

Gi. in the Khulna Dis- jurisdiction of the Kaliganj and Asasuni thanas 

. in the Khulna district. Inoessant rains since the 

latter part of the month of Asarh have flooded that part of the country, destroyed 
paddy-plants, deprived cultivators gf their shelter and the means of feedi: 

their plough-cattle, and thrown the clase of day-labourers out of employment, 

In this state of things Government should make an advance of at least 

Rs. 20,000 to the local cultivators in order to enable them to purchase paddy 

seedlings from other places and grow them in their fields. If this is not done, 


famine is inevitable in that part of the country. 


possible. As a man of unimpeachable integsity, and of un- 
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| -VI—MIsceLLANEOUs. VVV 

67. The Mihir-o-Sudbakar [Calcutta] of the 11th August writes that 

: Lud Carzon may appear an ‘oppressive and 

In praise of Lord Curzon. . ee ea in the e et : 2 Bh are 
rnided by the opinions of the Bengali Hindus, but it should not be forgotten 
that Ein Excell noy i the possessor of many virtues, What business have 
subjects to agitate and discuss politics? One ought to form an adequate 
conception of the amount. of responsibility resting on the shoulders of the man 
entrusted with the government of this vast dependency. It cannot be the 
fault of the Viceroy if all his-measures are not in consonance with the views 
of all his subjects. It is beyond the power of any Governor-General to so act 
as to command the support of all the diverse communities who compose the 
Indian Empire. Apart from purely political questions, a review of Lord 
Curzon’s acts would show that His Excellency is a model of what an Indian 
Viceroy should be. It can be asserted with all confidence that Lord Curzon has 
done nothing which can be said to have wounded the religious susceptibilities 
of any section of the Indian 9 N The restoration of an ancient mosque at 
Ahmadnagar, then being used as a Governmeut office to its original purpose, 
the improvement of the Jumma Masjid at Delhi, the allowing of half an hour's 
recess for the saying of the prayers for the Idul-fitr, on the day of the Delhi 


Durbar, the present of a valuable lamp to the Shahai Masjid at Lahore, the 


restoring to its original use of an old masjid at the same place which had long 


been used as a railway office—these are acts for which the Musalman com- 


munity owe His Excellency Lord Curzon heartfelt reverence. _ 
58. Syed Abdul Hakim writes from Ram Mohan Ghose’s Lane, Calcutta, 
3 the Daily Hitaradi [Calcutta] of the 11th 

goods. ugust:— — 

I promise that as far as is possible under the 
present circumstances, I shall give up the use of articles of foreign make and 
take to buying indigenous products. At first we were afraid that all our 
necessary urticles would not be procurable in the country, or at any rate, if 
procurable, oe would be priced so high as to be beyond the means of middle- 
class gentle folk. But now we see these apprehensions to be completely 
groundless. We now see that most of our necessaries are being produced in 


the country except one or two. In illustration we might mention the case 


of lead-pencils, The difference in price between cloths of country make 
and those of foreign make is very slight. The price of each pair of local 
machine-made dhooti, (size 10 yards x 44 inches) ranges from Re. 1-10 
to its. 2-3. And these local machine-made dhooties last twice as long as the 
dhooties imported from Europe. | 
Country-made cloths of various qualities are at present not easily 
procurable in the mufassil villages and towns. To get over this difficulty, 
the Vakils and other respectable and educated men of each locality might 
subscribe ten rupees a head and form a Swadesi Bhandar on the lines of the 
two similar institutions now. existing in Calcutta. Each of those Bhandars 
might form a depot in which should be collected for sale all the products of 
the local arts and industries. So much for the mufassil towns. As regards 
the villages, the same principle might be extended by the parlour room (battak- 
khana) of the wealthiest villager in each case being turned into a shop, where 
country-made cloths should be stored for sale. And both by precept and 
example the leaders of the village should influence the rest of their co- 
villagers to take to the use of the cloths manufactured by the nearest 
community of village weavers. Twenty-four years ago it was the cloth 
woven by these weavers which was in universal use among our countrymen 
and women. ; : | 1 1 
59. The Sandhya [Calcutta ] of the 12th August writes:— } 
8 a he example of the conquered Boers suggests 
patriots te ek for Indien the desirability of adopting a course of action 
Ee. different from that now in favour with our country- 
men, When, after the conclusion of the peace, the English did not grant them 
their proper and legitimate share in the new system of administration, did 
the Boers confer wit the English, point to the terms of the treaty of peace, 
and ask to be given their rights? Instead of doing that, they rather remem- 
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bered their glorious past and stood aloof from the English. If the Boers had 
appealed Ag the 92 of peace for their rights, then the English would 
either have patted them on their backs, or fouad out a new in tion. for 
the terms of the treaty, or perhaps the whole thing would have only ended 
in some fruitless controv and agitation. But they did not t their 
stand on the semblance rights. granted to them by the British; they 
preferred to put their trust in their own vy, om in their own greatness. And 
what was the’ effect, the English were mediately cowed into according 


them their request. The boers are a race of yesterday so to speak. 


Whereas you Indians have behind you a career and history covering 
thousands upon thousands of years. Why then do yon demean yourselves 
by crying yourselves hoarse over a piece of torn and antiquated parchment 
called the Queen’s Proclamation? Our leaders have no faith in the historical 
continuance of events in Hindusthan. If we do not take our stand on this 
historical sequence, if we are not guided by the light of the gradually 
developed wisdom and civilisation of the Hindus, if we are not inspired by the 
ever famous and imperishable courage and heroism of India, then shall we 
prove untrue to ourselves. We must endeavour to attain perfection by making 
ourselves ons with our country. But any attempt to achieve greatness with 
the aid of rights and privileges imported from England cannot but cause our 
destruction by imparting to us a morbid and fatal bloatedness. | : 
60. The Datly. Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the löth August says that of all 
the patriotic movements inaugurated by the 

Inte? Cuzom 4 friend of Bengalis that having for its object the use of 
7 | indigenous articles to the exclusion of foreign made 
goods is the foremost. Already the sale of foreign-made articles has consider- 
ably diminished, and that of country-made articles proportionately increased in 
Calcutta. But for all this thanks are due to Lord Curzon’s action in 
partitioning Bengal. If His Excellency’s successor in India turns out to be 
as true a friend of the country as he is, the Indians will receive an 
awakening which will constantly keep them alive to their own interests. 
The Emperor is, therefore, prayed that the next man His Majesty sends to 
India as his representative should not be a man like Lord Ripon who by bis 
conciliatory poy put the Indians to sleep and thus ‘proved an enemy, but 
one who like Lord Curzon roused them from their sleep and proved a 
true friend of the country. 


Uriya Papers. 


61. The Puri correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore | of 
the 2nd August says that a virulent type of cholera 
has prevailed in Puri town from the second week 
of July. The Zilla school has been closed on that account for ten days. The 
rate of daily mortality is about 12. The same correspondent says that the 
sky is ever cloudy but without rain. It is feared that such weather will 
aggravate cholera. : : cigs 
62. The Jagadis samachar (Earl) of the 5th August: states that many 
have died of cholera in Puri town, and invokes 
the aid of god Jagannath for the protection of 


Cholera in Puri. 


Cholera in Puri. 


those who are alive. 


63. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 8rd August 22 the Utkalbass 
to shew that the average daily mortality due to 

| - Cholera in Puri town is about 35. ; 
64, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 5th August states that the outbreak 
Cholors in Pasi: of cholera in the Puri town was so severe as to kill 
oe two hundred men in a fortnight. The residents 
of that town are so terror-stricken that they do not go out after sunset. The 
shops are closed just at evening, and the whole town remains silent after that 
hour. All the schools have been closed. Many of the pleaders and mukhtars 
have left the station. The Manager of the Puri temple has gone into the 
interior of the district. The amlah and clerks in Government offices are 
trying to take leave. Names of some good and able men who have perished 
are mentioned. The cremation ground is full every day, Bitter cries of 
women and children are heard everywhere. The medical officers are working 
hard. They keep medicines ready and treat tae patients without any fee. 


Cholera in Puri. 


Dar Hiravapt, 
August 16th, 1906. 
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JAGADIS SAMACHAR, 
August 5th, 19065. 


SaMvaD VaHIKA, 
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UTKALDIPIKa, 
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Ustva AND 
NaVaSaAMVAD, 


August 5th, 1906. 


URIYA AND 
NaVAasSaMVAD. 


UBIYA AND 
NavasaMV aD. 


SamvaD VaHIEKA, 
August 3rd, 1905. 


Samvap VaHika. 


SaMVAD VaR. 


GARJATBASINI, 
August 5th, 1905, 


JaGaDiesaMacHaR. 
August 5th, 1905, 
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They circulate notices containing instructions on sanitation over the signature 
of the Oril Surgeon, and insist on the use of healthy food and pure water. 
They disinfect the rooms affected. by the disease. Such a scourge did not visit 
the I' uri town for many years - peel Sa en 
65. The Gangpur correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamvad br un 
of the 5th Angus says that an irregular an 
insufficient rainfall has proved injurious to the 
agriculturists, who ) Spprenany famine in the near future, for the prices of 
staple articles of food are rising day after day. ie | 8885 
66. The same paper states that the present Deputy- Inspector of Schools, 
of Balasore, is both unpopular and incompetent. He 
wim is said to be a man of vagaries, and to be on bad 
5 terms with his superiors and subordinates. The 
writer does not mention any specific instanoe to substantiate his general obser- 
vations, and seems to write in other than a fair spirit. 


67. The same paper suggests that the Guru - training School at Balasore 

te S ghould be abolished, as there is such a school at 

5 2 Guru-training School at Astapur near Balasore, and the house utilised as a 

1 , hostel for students reading in the Balasore Zilla 

School. The writer draws the attention of the Inspector of Schools, Orissa 
Division, to his suggestion. 


68, The same paper laments the sad death of Babu Jagamohan Ghosh, 

the late Dewan of Narsingpur, reported last week, 
and calls upon the constituted authorities to 
determine the cause of his death, which ap to have occurred under suspi- 
cious circumstances. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 5th August writes in the 
same strain. 


69. The Samvad Vahtka [Balasore] of the 3rd August states that the 
distribution of the rainfall over the Balasore 
— and the crops in District is not uniform, and that the transplantation 


work is proceeding slowly in the Soro and Bhadrak 
thanas, which have had a short rainfall, 


70. The same paper states that the residents of village Chanpar in district 

: _ Balasore have given a novel application to the 

A ior |" principle of co-operative credit in that village. 

8 Each resident contributes a handful of rice every 

day to the co-operative credit fund of the village, and the rice accumulates for 

one month, after which it is sold and the sale-proceeds put to the credit of the 

fund. It is said that the sale-proceeds have come up to Rs, 30 in four months, 
The number of residents in the village is eighty. 


71. The same paper states that though there are clouds in the sky there 
The weather. is no rain. . 


72. The Garjatbasini [ Talcher] of the 5th August states that a famine is 
Famine in Madras. raging in the Madras Presidency. . 
73. Writing on the — oondition 5 the dw 80 orders includin oe 
4 2. temple servants, the mahantas, the pilgrims and the 
Ia iy =" of the votaries of J agannath in Puri, the Tepadke samachar 
| ie [Puri] of the 5th August states that though a lar 
number of pilgrims and visitors repair to the Puri town every year, the public 
institutions in Puri starve for want of money. ‘Che only party that is benefited 
most is the Railway Company. After paying their railway fares and the 
remuneration of their pandas, the pilgrims save very little to attend to the 
wants of the public in Puri. This has produced a marked effect on the existing 
state of things in Puri. The guests of the Puri temple and the maths now obtain 
small quantities of dal and bhat in the place of mohanbhog, which was available 
in plenty under the old state of things. The servants of the temple 
and the maths have become so apathetic and heartless as not to supply good 
drinking water to the visitors and guests. The Pandas, as a class, have much 
deteriorated, and they are advised to reform fhemselves in such a way as to 


accommodate themselves physicall tall d ee Beek 5 
of the present day. E — to the ee 


The prospect of the crops. 


The late Dewan of N ersingpur. 


6899.) 


ois my Th e. q ame. does not approve, of the rate on atika 0 De i 1 offer- J AGADISSAMACHAR. 
Pir toe perce 1 ings to god Jagannath by his votaries which the august sth; 1906. 
Anew. tate in Jagannath manager has recently imposed,’ and suggests that 

ON ne a al aan , She — — * * = be made over to 

haritable institutions, such as Gorakshampabha, ete., in Puri, 
ar The same paper observes that the dealings of the Pandas and their 

: oe 5 W , agents with their pilgrims are not fair, and are often JAGADISSAMACHAR. 

The dealings oe Pandas marked by a desire to deceive, defraud and oppress. 

pe - Pilgrims are often abused in languages which they 
do not understand. The Pandas and their agents therefore require looking 

ihe | : | 


76. The Star of Utkal [Onttack of the 5th August continues its article on n or Urmat, 
zeig! taxation at Cuttack, Municipal taxation in Cuttack, and observes that its 1 . 1905. 
Municipal “> faith in the capacity of Indians 10 cultivate the art 
of Local Self-Government and enjoy: its fruits has been considerably shaken by 
the high-handed proceedings of the Cuttack Municipality. Despairing any 
rescue from the hands of the relentless representatives in the Municipal 
Board, the writer advises every ward to call a meeting of its own’ and 
pass resolutions calling upon the Ward Commissioners to call a special 
general meeting and dismiss the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman on the 
ground of want of confidence. oe . 59 8 : 
77. The . Utkaldipike [Cuttack] of the 5th August continues its remarks U"*4'>!"™4, 
on municipal taxation in Cuttack, and points out 6, 105. 
: that the examination of the assessor before the 
Appeal-Committee by Mr. M. S. Das, 0. 1. x., has made it clear that the Assessor 
did not see many houses on whose annual value his assessment is based, and 
that he accepted only information that helped his own pet theory, rejecting 
all that went against it. Mr. Das asked questions relating to the houses 
occupied by the Commissioner, Judge and Collector witha view to elicit 
information as to the wey in which the Assessor has dealt with them, but the 
Chairman disallowed such questions. The writer is of opinion that the Appeal 
Committee is now proceeding more carefully, but it must right the injustices 
that it has already committed, as there is no express provision of law forbid- 
ding review or reconsideration. The writer advises Mr. Das to bring the 
complaints of the rate-payers before a general meeting of the Municipal Com- 
missioners, and to give up his connection with the muuicipality if he cannot 
induce them to mend their ways. | 
78. The same paper of the 5th August states that there was very slight = urcamrma, 
ete on rain in the Cuttack town in the last week though 
the sky was cloudy every day. 


79. The same paper states that cholera is on the iNcrease in the Cuttack = urna. 

been at O town. Five deaths in the week before last and 

: fourteen deaths in the last week were due to this 

cause. The Star of Utkal [Cuttack] of the 5th August states that there have 
been several cases of cholera in the Cuttack town. 


80. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper reports four or five  Urxarpiris. 
deaths caused by cholera in that town where the 
town overseer is engaged in purifying wells and 


‘ Municipal taxation at Cattack. | 


Cholera at Jajpur. 


disinfecting houses. 


81. The same correspondent says that the cultivators have made some 
W progress in transplanation work, but owing to the 
hip n cessation of rain those transplanted paddy plants 
are about to die. Under such circumstances the 
paddy-lenders are not lending paddy to the poorer classes of cultivators, who 
are thus in great trouble. 5 : 


82. The same correspondent complains that those cultivators who have  Ureazprira. 
executed kabuliyats to pay for canal water are not 
receiving that water regularly and in sufficient 
uantity to meet their wants, and that this is due to the smallness of the pipes 
that supply such water. This state of things led some cultivators belonging to 
2 Abdalpur and Barabati to obtain canal water from a distributary by 
clandestine means for which they are being prosecuted by the authorities. 


A complaint, 
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BENOALI TRANSLATOR'S OFFICE, 


( 810 ) 


ut 22 — in that state ‘cn al paid 
A complaint in conné irha in that state are id | 
a school Mayurbhanj. and that this affects thei oficiency in 8 
states-that the Subdivisional Officer of 
ee ee his oourt up to 9 or 10 r. u., and that 
tion against the Su ö vant , 
aer J. at eee, and . 
become a crying complaint of the Subdivision. The writer regrets 
the Collector has inspected the ! re than once, 
and that though the Commissioner has inspected it once, they have failed to 
detect the evil. Their attention is drawn to the matter, and they are requested 
to issue orders removing the complaint at once. | 
85. The same paper states on the authority of Ganjam Gunadharpan that 
ot against the Ui the Uriya Princes in that district of the Madras 
ph mG Presidency are not patronising the educated Uriyas 

, of that Province in the way that they should do. 

The Bengalis, the Madrasi Brahmins and other foreigners 1 almost all the 
emoluments belonging to their states, whereas the educated Uriyas are no- 
where in evidence. : 

86. Referring to the last sale of estates in the Jajpur subdivision of 
3 1 — a one es os lector of Cuttack 
The last sale of estates in the under Act of 1 the same x points 

Jajpur subdivision under Act XI out that there is reason to believe th at the — 
ment of revenue in those estates is not fair. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
| Bengali Translator. 


The 19th August, 1905. 
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I.—Forzian Potrrics, 


1044. The Hindoo Patriot writes that the‘ armed military raid’ into Tibet B00 Parntor, 


has been a dismal and total failure. In the first 


The Tibet Expedition. pues, it has alienated an important political 


e an igh Rigg He ge 3 3 enemy; 
secondly, it ught ignominy on the British name by its buccaneering 
nrockivities, and lastly, it raed with a document which 108 even the most 
ardent supporter of the ‘mission’ could have the hardihood to call a treaty. As 
if to add to his many inexcusable delinquencies in regard to Tibet, Lord Curzon 
has refused to recognise Chinese suzerainty. This question is of the greatest 
moment to China and presents unsurmountable difficulties. Thus the Tibetan 
expedition has been fruitful of no good to India, but, on the contrary, involved 
the loss of men, loss of respect, loss of possible goodwill and, maybe, 
destruction of future peaceful relations. 


Il.—Home ApMINISTRATION. 


(8)—Working of the Courts. : 


1045. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes that in the case of Emperor versus 
— Dissadel Navadip, which came on for hearing before Justices 
nnn Rampini and Mitter, the Counsel for the defence 
urged that a very small sentence was quite adequate and = rulings in 
a of his contention, but Mr. Justice Rampini declared that he would not 
be bound by any ruling as to the question of sentence. Thus did this obdurate 
Judge show his contempt for the opinions of his colleagues, and if he holds 
his equals in such poor regard, the treatment he accords to barristers and 
vakils can better be imagined than described. The journal asks the Chief 
Justice to look into these matters. | 
1046. A correspondent writing to the Bengales complains that Mr, 
: Ransom, the District Judge of Backergunge, unlike 
his predecessor, Mr. Ezechiel, disposes of miscel- 
laneous and rent appeals in a ve fashion, and his rejection of 19 
out of 29 miscellaneous appeals affords sufficient proof of this. Pleaders are 
not heard through and no judgment is written, as is required by section 574, 
Civil Procedure Code. This novel procedure has alarmed the members of the 
Bar and the litigant public, and there is no doubt that it is prejudicial to the 
interests of the parties concerned, the majority of whom are too poor to resort 
to the High Court for the redress of their grievances. 


A summary procedure. 


(d) Education. | 
1047. The Amrita Bagar Patrika draws the prominent attention of the 
Eden Hindu Hostel. Principal of the Presidency College to the corres- 


pondence on the Eden Hindu Hostel scandal. The 
complaints of the students appear to be based on substantial gr ounds, and 
this justifies the persistency with which they have endeavoured to bring their 
grievances to the notice of the authorities, even at the risk of expulsion. The 
complaints refer, not to any particular individual, but to the system of 
administration, and it is to be hoped that a sifting inquiry will be made into 
the matter. It is represented that if the Superintendent of the Hostel 
ves in the hostel itself and exercises a proper personal supervision, matters 
are sure to improve. The appointment of a Bengali official visitor of the 
hostel of the type of Professor B. N. Sen or Mr. M. Ghose, is urged. 
1048. The Bengake considers that after the disclosures that have been 


made in the Morning Post by a correspondent. 


2 „ con- signing himself ‘Civilian,’ there can be no doubt 
. as to the desirability of holding a full and sifting 
inquiry into the matter of the Director of Public Instruction, Bombay, giving 
Messrs. Macmillan & Co, a ten-year contract for the supply of vernacular 
text-books in use in the Bombay Presidency, without even for tenders. 

The corruption of officials is far-reaching, and for the honour of the whole 


Education Service in India, every effort should be made to render it impossible.” 


18th Aug. 1905, 


Amira Baus 
Parsika, 


BENGALSE, 
18th Aug. 1905. 


AMRTIA BASAB 
Pam, 


BsncaLes, 
16th Aug. 1905, 


Aunrrs Basan, 
Parma, 
17th Aug. 1905, 


BENGALES, 
18th Aug. 1905. 


MOSLEM CHRONICLE, 
Sth Avg. 1906. 


AMRITA BAZAR 
PaTRIKA, 
12th Aug. 1905, 


BSNGALEB, 
12th Aug. 1906. 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 
1049. The Amrita, Basar Pafrike’s Bankipur correspondent writes that it 


, is a notorious fact that, in spite of a very fair 
nenten dene the Patna Municipality ons ef the 
backward and negligent bodies in the province. The roads are perennially 
impassable owing to deep ruts and knee-deep mud, but no attempt is made 15 
remedy matters. Driving is thug rendered a positive danger, and the public 
only refrain from prosecuting the Municipality on account of its civilian head. 
The recent ravages of plague clearly showed that the Municipality took no 
preventive measures. In spite of these serious shortcomings, it has been held 


up as a model for other mufaseal Municipalities! 


(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canale and Irrigation. 

1050. A correspondent * to ot a zr * 2 public 

a of Bagnan, , and De are in need 

The Bengal-Nagpur Railway, § of two trains fn 00 afternoon, * . 2 and 

8 p. u., and the other between 3 and 4 P.M. Under the present arrangements, 

passengers from these stations find it difficult to avail themselves of the up 

Bombay Mail, and passengers returning to an can only do so by the 

6-39 P. M. train which reaches at the inconvenient hour of 8-15. The authori- 

ties, says the writer, can very easily remove this grievance by extending the 

Bauria and Uluberia locals to Bagnan or Kola, This arrangement would also 
be profitable to the Company. a a 


(h)— General. | 


1051. Tothe Moslem Chronicle there seems no justification whatever for 
the partition of Bengal. The project is inexpedient 
and essentially the product of a mind that aims at 
the outrageous, quite regardless of the wishes and interests of the people. The 
journal can never admit that the territorial charge of Bengal is too large for 
one Lieutenant-Governor, as the latter is in many respects a mere Sgure-head. 
The contention that the head of the province should = in touch with every 
part of his charge is, in the opinion of the Chronicle, impossible and opposed to 
the very policy of decentralisation which has been held up as the beau ideal of 
rogress. 3 | ‘ne 
l 871052 The Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that it is a gross misrepresenta- 
nu tion to say that the Bengalis have opposed the 
partition merely on sentimental grounds. There 
is the important question of cost, and if Bengal is ultimately split up, will not 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s staff and pay be halved, since the province has been 
reduced by half? In the opinion of the Patria, the Viceroy’s emoluments 
should also be reduced, as His Excellency has been relieved of the responsi- 
bility of military administration. As these two high officers of Government 
are Seine paid by the Indians, it behoves the latter to move in the matter and 
submit a petition to the authorities in England, bringing the altered circum- 
stances to their notice and urging the reduction of the pays of the Viceroy of 
India and the Lieutenant-Governor.of Bengal. : 
1058. The Bengales seriously comments on the petulant tone of His 
1 Honour’s speech at Berhampur and characterises 
1 if the statement that the 2 had a whole year to 
discuss the partition scheme as inaccurate and misleading. The bigger 
scheme was never authoritatively put before the public, and the Home Depart- 
ment Resolution notifying its acceptance by the Secretary of State came as a 
national surprise, Referring to that portion of Sir Andrew Fraser’s speech, in 
which he discredited the utterances of a certain speaker on the passition, question 
and impugned his motives, the journal observes that never before was such 


The partition agitation. 


intemperate, 3 and offensive language used by a Lieutenant- 


Governor of Bengal. In thinking that the juri iction of the High Court would 
be curtailed, the said pene was merely guilty of an intelligent anticipation 
of coming events, and if the truth be told, his belief is ated by the enfire 
province. 5 e ee, be 
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1054. The Amrita 
was not in possession of all the information b 
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of State d he 


id he bring himself to sanction a scheme of such national importance? Then 
14 while he admits the strength of the plea for fuither information, he 
commends the India Government’s decision! Mr. Brodrick’s ignorance 
reached its height, however, when he asserted that even the oritics of the 
division had not challenged the necessity for some change. Has not the entire 
rovince, asks the Pattka, been crying out that the overwork of the 
Lieutenant- Governor is obviously a myth when His Honour can find the time 
to distribute prizes to schoolboys and deliver lectures at Christian Society 
meetings? In short, the Lieutenant-Governor has barely to do one-fourth of 
the work of his predecessors. Mr. Brodrick believed that the Governmont of 
India had taken the line of least resistance. Is this belief supportable when 
the partition scheme has thrown the country into a state of seething discontent? 
As regards the erroneous idea entertained by the Secretary of State and certain 
partisans of the Government, regarding the cost of converting Bengal into a 
Governorship, the Patrtka writes thet the present scheme will cost considerably 
more. : 9 H , 
1055. The Bengalee writes that the agitation in Bengal is at fever heat 

* and the determination to boycott gpa oc goods 
until the partition scheme has been withdrawn is 
invincible. The Puyas are approaching and large purchases will as usual be 


made, but not from British merchants, so that there will be a considerable 


falling off in the purchase of foreign manufactures. The prevalent feelin 
occasioned by the obnoxious scheme is one of unutterable bitterness, an 
people are even taking measures to boycott Liverpool salt, 
1056. Much as the Indian Nation is in favour of encouraging indigenous 
rus arts and industries by every legitimate means, it 
cannot support a policy o 1 English 
goods for economic and other reasons, the chief being that it is unfair to visit 
the sins of a particular Government on the English nation as a whole. Besides, 
a policy of boycott does not imply a childish determination to buy Indian 
cotton goods, but a permanent attitude of hoatili 
nation. Thus how many zemindars wonld cease to employ European Managers, 
how many litigants would forego the advice of European lawyers, how many 
patients would refain from calling in European doctors, how many Indians 
would refuse to serve Europeans? A policy of 1 would necessarily raise 
questions such as these. Administration, however, can have no higher interest 
than the peace and contentment of the people, and the Government have 
themselves to blame for throwing the 2 into a paroxysm of grief and rage. 
To. say that a measure that has brought about this dire result is calculated to 
inprove the efficiency of the administration, is to indulge in an irony. 
1057. The same journal writes that by his recent utterances at Malda 
N and Berhampur the Lieutenant-Governor has 
i been adding insult to injury; for, not content with 
helping, if only passively, in the passing of a measure that has cast a gloom over 
the whole provide, His Honour is seeking to justify the action of Govern- 
ment by belittling the anxiety of the people and vilifying their leaders. To 
their great surprise, the people of Malda were told by the Lieutenant-Governor 
that it was in many respeote better for them to belong to the new province. 
bi f Will they be governed better from Dacea than from Calcutta? Hardi- 
hood of assertion is not argument, and the only fact that is clear to the people 
of Malda is that by ceasing to belong to Bengal, Sir Andrew Fraser will 
1058. The Amrita Basar Patrita writes that while Sir Andrew Frase 
oa d exaggerated 


| eomplains of the ‘invective an 
he shows his own moderation by committing himself to most superlative and 


language” used at the Calcutta Town Hall meeting 


offensive utterances at Malda and Berhampur. Bis Honour’s petulant defence — 
of the partition scheme, however, constitutes perhaps the one humorous feature 


of the situation, but the only regret is that the head of the Province should 


bearing on the question. How then 


towards the English 
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ve so blinded himself to ing events and popular feeling. It is indeed 
5 how His Hoecer unhesltatingly and in a tone of utmost confidence 
should have declared that all that the people said had received full considera- 
tion, and that every effort had been made to meet every reasonable objection,” 
Does His Honour mean to be ironical? If not, it may be stated that not a 
single objection based on sentiment and tradition has been reasonably met. 
Further, what about the immense cost ? Has this ever been considered in the 
Government fury to break the Bengali nation? 1 lah 
1059, The Indian Empire writes that while the partition agitation will 
3 not turn Lord Curzon from his set purpose of 
The partition agitatian. destroying the Bengali nation, it cannot but be 
productive of future good. There is still a ray of hope for the people, and by 
strenuous efforts they might yet raise themselves in the eyes of the world 
and establish themselves on a firmer basis, Oratory will not advance their 
interests in the least. What is wanted is decisive action, and the sooner the 
nation realises this the greater are its chances of emancipation. , 
1060. In a subsequent article the Bengalee writes that while official 
ae opinion is distinctly divided, popular opinion is 
— passionately opposed to the division of Bengal 
and a feeling of the most iutense indignation is prevalent throughout the 
province. Let the Government of India be called upon to explain why there 
was a deliberate conspiracy of silence regarding the new and larger scheme, of 
which the people were sublimely ignorant until the Government Resolution 


' notifying the sanction of the Secretary of State appeared, Further, let the 
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Government prove, if they are able, what measure of popular support the 
scheme has received. Ihen, again, has the attention of the Secretary of 
State been directed to the legal aspect of the question, namely, that a 
Lieutenant-Governorship cannot be created without an Act of Parliament? 
The situation is indeed a critical one and the utmost caution is necessary in 
dealing with it. ues 
1061. The Indian Empire is not aware from what unreliable source the 
Lieutenant-Governor got the information that 
invective and exaggerated language were freely 
employed by several speakers at the Calcutta Town Hall meeting, as even the 
Anglo-Indian Press described the entire proceedings as most orderly and sober. 
When will the authorities in India learn to be just to the people and construe 
their motives aright? Moreover, what are Englishmen accustomed to in their 
own country as regards public demonstrations? Compared with the stirring 
scenes that are frequently enacted in the House of Commons, the recent protest 
meeting pales into insignificance, Nevertheless, the  Lieutenant-Governor 
condemns it as extravagant ! : ae 
1062. It is abundantly clear, writes the Indian Mirror, that public opinion, 
duis both Indian and Anglo-Indian, is directly opposed 
ote to the partition of Bengal, and that Sir Andrew 
Fraser’s speeches at Malda and 2 have only intensified the public 
discontent... His Honour has been unable to advance one convincing reason 
for the dismemberment of Bengal, while much of what he has said serves to 


Ibid. 


strengthen the popular complaint regarding the secrecy with which the 


Government has planned and matured the scheme. There is, besides, the 
legal phase of the question, namely, whether the Government of India have 
the power to create a new Lieutenant-Governorship without a Parliamentary 
Statute. This is one of the most serious objections that have yet been raised to 
the partition scheme and expert legal opinion should be consulted by the 
oppositionists. 3 43 85 ny pO Pieee 
1063. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes that the theory that Bengal is too 
3 onerous for one ruler is oontradicted by Sir 
a Andrew Fraser in practice, as no Lieutenant- 
Governor ever devoted so much time to touring. The pity is that in the 
course of his tours, Sir Andrew takes upon himself the minor duties of 
his subordinates, such as inspecting offices, etc. If the Lieutenant-Governor has 
understood the main duty of his office to be inspection, what is the use of 
having Commissioners and Magistrates in the administration at all? The 
journal further points out that these constant inroads into the mufassal create 


( 297 ) 
eat havoc among the native gentry, who are called upon to open their purse- 
ela for the purpose of according che ruler of the ee 4 tere ble 1 * 
on each occasion, This is an evil against which His Honour should provide. 
1064. The Bengalee writes that, according to the apparently inspired 


Ibid article in the 7 toneer, the result of Mr. Brodrick’s 
i _ . declarations regarding the partition scheme is that 
the whole question will be suspended. until further papers have been ] ai d before 


Parliament, which does not meet before next February, if indeed it is not 
dissolved before then. The matter has thus taken an unexpectedly favourable 
turn, and it is even hinted that the Home Government are preparing a fresh 
humiliation for His Excellency. If, however, the suggestion of raising Bengal 
to a Governorship is entertained, it would meet the wishes of the non-official 
community, who would prefer an English gentleman free from bureaucratic 
instincts and open to conviction. eee 


1065. The Amrita Bazar Patrika’s Bankipur correspondent writes that 


pw experience has shown that Bengalis, though domi- 

‘ ciled in Bihar, are not given equal rights with 

the Biharis in the matter of State appointments, etc., and it therefore 

behoves them to make common cause with their brethren in Bengal proper 

if they do not wish to be rendered politically extinct in the space of a few years. 

‘Union is strength’ and they should without further delay swell the note of 
protest in regard to the partition of the province. $5 . | 

1066. It is a curious fact, says the Bengalce, that while Bengal is admit- 

is tedly the largest and most important [ndian province 


requiring rulers of vast experience and intimate 


knowledge of the country and people, it is the only province whose affairs 
outsiders with not a day’s experience of local conditions, etc., have repeatedly 
been selected to govern. | | 

Does this not vitiate the plea that Bengal is too heavy a charge for a 
single Lieutenant-Governor, and prove that too much cannot be expected 
from the lighter-worked civilians of the United or Central Provinces? 

The journal then s on to Sir Andrew Fraser’s recent vehement 
utterances in connection with the partition, and informs His Honour that as 
nobody held him responsible for the project, he should have shown a little 
elementary discretion and not permitted himself to indulge in remarks that 
have elicited universal condemnation. | . 

1067. The Indian Mirror writes that the partition calamity has been 

man roductive of at least one good result, and that 
| is the unification of the entire Bengali race, who 
have risen as one man to withstand a mischievous measure calculated to 
destroy their national life. Moreover, the studied disregard with which their 
forceful arguments and supplications have been treated, has convinced them 
of the utter futility of further petitioning and of the absolute imperativeness 
of acting independently of the Government. With this view they have 


decided to boycott foreign manufactures and to patronise indigenous goods, 


and the journal earnestly hopes that no consideration will induce them to 
swerve from their purpose. This is the time for that noble self-sacrifice, arduous 
action, and bitter privations which alone can call forth real national existence. 
1068. The Bengalee learns that the Faridpur merchants have instructed 
„ their agents in Calcutta not to supply them with 
1 Manchester goods. Thus out of evil, good has 
come, and, despite himself, Lord Curzon is sowing the seeds of Indian national 
life. One of the most hopeful signs of the times is that the masses are 
gathering round their natural leaders. It has been said that if the masses 
supported their natural leaders, the country would have to be different! 
governed. Truly then is the time at hand, for public opinion will not permit 
itself to be treated with undisguised contempt. A new and vigorous public spirit 
has been born and the authorities would do well to take a note of the fact. 
1069. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes that bands of volunteers have 
been roving in the business quarters of the city 
544. do watch and remonstrate with Indians making 
purchases in European shops. They have been, howeyer, instructed to 
explain to-these purchasers that they must not touch British goods, but 
they are free to buy from European shops such articles as have been manu- 
factured here, either by the natives of the soil or the pr 9 residing 2 2 
It is further announced that hand-bills are being circulated to inform the 
masses that foreign salt is purified by bullocks’ blood, and calcined bones o 
cats, dogs, and swine. 
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VI. MisCo ILA ROG 


1071. The Amrita Basar poy writes * 4 is not exactly agp 
2 tion of the promoters the partition agitation to 
b cause the people to hold aloof from the reception 
of the Prince of Wales, but this ia certain, that beyond witnessing the usual 
public festivities they will have no further interest in the Royal visit. The 
object of this visit is not known to the natives, and while loyalty compels them 
to give their future Sovereign a fitting reception, much cannot be expected 
from a people who are in the throes of a great national calamity. 
BENGALEE, 1072. The Bengake writes that for many years past sacred Brindaban 
— . ee has been forbidden ground to European soldiers, 
ae ee but it appears that this is no longer so, for in their 
2 to the Magistrate of Muttra, the inhabitants of Kusum, Sarovar, and 
hakund complain that soldiers have been trespassing and shooting animals 
that are venerated by the people. Looking at the question from a non- 
religious standpoint, the practice is a dangerous one, as it may possibly be the 
cause of numerous shooting accidents. The journal urges the authorities to 
| enforce the standing orders on the subject. 0 
BaNGaLas,, 1073. The Bengake writes that while at Berhampore the Lieutenant- 
0th tng, Governor conversed only with the leading men of 
i A~Mtaser's notion of courisey. the district, and the Indian gentlemen who assembled 
to receive His Honour at Serampore were not introduced at all. As the 
Magistrate of the district is no other than Mr. De, it can be safely presumed 
that the procedure followed at Semmens was in accordance with the Lieute- 
nant-Governor’s express wishes. If Indian gentlemen were in future to give 
Sir A. Fraser a wide berth, he would have no one but himself to blame. 
ieee, 1074. In order to inoreage the su Pply of indigenous cotton manufactures, 
a The Siadeoki 5 writes the Bengalse, it is necessary that Indian 
| . ‘ rrr pace weavers should be supplied with cheap hand- power 
looms. This would result in a greater outturn — a reduction in price, and in 
course of time the heaviest demands of the people could be met locally. If 
the weavers of Bengal were encouraged and financed in the earlier stages, the 
would soon recover lost ground. It must be remembered that British goods 
cannot be ‘boycotted’ unless the people have some other source of supply. | 
Aware Basan 1075, The Amrita Basar Pairita writes that stung with remorse for 
Isch Aug. 1006. ata Press Room and the Tas- ie seins hee Gite the | sage ps 2 8 
make partial reparation by establishing a Press 
Room for the supply of official information. This is indeed a move in the 


right direction, but the journal wonders whether the new Press Room will 


contain better things than the Tasmanian papers. 
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